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Mission: 
Lawndale Art Center develops local contemporary artists and the 
audience for their art.  
 

Purpose: 
Lawndale is dedicated to the presentation of contemporary art with an 
emphasis on work by Houston artists.  Lawndale presents exhibitions, 
lectures and events, and offers an annual residency program to further 
the creative exchange of ideas among Houston’s diverse artistic, 
cultural and student communities. 



HISTORY 
1979 Founded in by artist James Surls 

 in an abandoned 100,000 square 
 foot warehouse owned by  
 University of Houston 
 

1989 Gained non-profit status 
 

1992 Relocated to current location, 
 1930’s Art Deco building located 
 in Houston’s Museum District. 
 Building designed by Joseph 
 Finger, Houston City Hall 
 architect. 

 
2004 Renovated 2004-2005 



GALLERIES 

 4 Galleries – Over 500 artists have their work presented at Lawndale annually. Along 
with individual and group shows, Lawndale hosts two open-call exhibitions every year, 
one juried by a nationally recognized curator. 

John M. O’Quinn Gallery Grace R. Cavnar Gallery 

Cecily E. Horton Gallery 

Project Space 



EXHIBITIONS 
• More than 25 exhibitions presented annually 
 

• Programming Committee made up of area artists 
and those working in the art community meet twice 
per year to consider proposals and select artists and 
exhibitions for presentation 
 

• Balance of emerging, mid-career and 
established artists, as well as a wide range of two 
and three dimensional media and content 
 
• The schedule is intentionally flexible to allow for 
work to be shown within six months of its 
completion; accordingly, nothing is scheduled 
more than one year in advance 
 

• The committee also considers works from around 
the region that inform area artists and audiences 
about the most current themes and concepts in 
contemporary art, while remaining focused on 
Houston area artists 



EXHIBITION PROPOSALS 
Lawndale’s Programming Committee reviews proposals for 

exhibitions twice annually (Fall and Spring) 
 
DEADLINES: September 15 & March 15 
 
PROPOSAL FORMAT: 
• Work Examples - 15 images 
• Image List 
• Resume 
• Proposal – One page text 
 
• Video/Performance Artists – YouTube or Vimeo link (5 min. 

max) 
 
SUBMISSION FEE:      FREE 
https://lawndaleartcenter.submittable.com/submit 
 

https://lawndaleartcenter.submittable.com/submit


http://www.lawndaleartcenter.org/proposals/proposals_front.html




Installation 
images: Lawndale 
January-February 
2015 exhibitions 



SITE-SPECIFIC INSTALLATIONS 
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Math of the 
Aftermath, 
Boozefox, 2010 



ARTIST DRIVEN PROGRAMS 

Human Hamster Wheel, 
James Ciosek, 2012. 
Rotational Aesthetics 
Emily Sloan, 2012 



SHORT-TERM / TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS 
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MURAL PROJECT 





Famous Monsters | Daniel Anguilu, 2011-2012 







"F" Team  | Daniel Anguilu, James Burns, Tierney L. Malone, Angel Quesada, 
Michael C. Rodriguez, Roland Saldaña and Dandee Warhol, 2012-2013 



Skywriting | Daniel Anguilu & Aaron Parazette, 2013-2014 



The People’s Plate | Otebenga Jones & Associates, 2014-2015 



ARTIST STUDIO PROGRAM 

• Currently in it’s 8th round of artists 
• 3 artists 
• 24 hour access to studios 
• $500 monthly stipend 
• $1500 materials budget 
• 16 hours/week in studio 
• Public program or skills  
  workshop component 
 

2015-2016 DEADLINE:  
Late May 2015 



ARTIST STUDIO 
PROGRAM  

Public Programs 



THE BIG SHOW 
 



• 981 artwork submissions 
by 382 area artists in 
2014 

• 115 works by 106 artists 
were selected by juror 
Erin Elder, Visual Arts 
Director, Center for 
Contemporary Arts, 
Santa Fe, NM 



FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
Bringing back The Hair Ball 
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• Christine Jelson West 
cwest@lawndaleartcenter.org 
 

• Located in Houston’s Museum District: 
4912 Main Street  

Houston, TX 77002 
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